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And he ſaid unto them, the Sabbath was made 
for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath. 


T H E public inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 
when viewed in connection with the ends for 
which they were inſtituted, have a juſt claim 
upon the attention, and reſpect of the chriſtian 
world. While they contribute to tranſmit re- 
ligion itſelf, from one generation to another, 
they directly tend, in the due obſervance of 
them, to introduce into the ſoul habits of piety 


and virtue. But theſe advantages will altogether 
5 depend 


depend upon their being viewed in their” Proper 
light. 


In the judgments we form of them, we are 
apt to run into two oppoſite extremes. Some 
adopt the perſuaſion, that, provided men diſ- 
charge the duties of their reſpective ſtations a- 
right, they incur no guilt, in neglecting rites 
merely external. They contend, that they have 
no neceſſary connection with vital religion, and 

of courſe, that they may obſerve, or diſregard 
them, as it ſuits their inclination. 


It is much to be regretted, that men ſhould 
think ſo unwiſely. It is to be preſumed, that 
they have not duely conſidered this matter. 
Ritual inſtitutions do not indeed poſſeſs inherent 
virtues, but when rationally uſed, they become 
the means of acquiring religious habits. By col- 
letting us together for the ſtudy of our duty, 
they contribute to diffuſe, and maintain a pub- 
lic ſenſe of religion. They bring into the aid 
of virtue, all the influence of mutual example. 
| Hence thoſe, who are diſpoſed to undervalue 


the inſtitutions of the Goſpel, are not friends to 


8 human ſociety. For without a ſocial religion, no 

community can be long held together, and it is e- 

qually plain that without public inſtitutions, there 
N _ oa 


1 
can be no ſocial religion. To treat them there- 
fore as of no importance, is exceedingly criminal. 


Others, again, have gone into the oppoſite 
extreme. They apprehend that the whole of 
religion conſiſts in a ſtrict attendance upon its 
ordinances. Theſe they regard as of the very 
laſt importance to their ſalvation; that their ac- 
ceptance with Heaven will chiefly depend upon 
the attention they pay to them. = 


From this tranſcendant value they affix to 
ritual appoiatments, they conclude, that a rigid 
obſervance of the ſabbath, and a ſtrict attend- 
ance upon preaching and ſacraments, conſti- 
tute, in the fulleſt ſenſe, a religious character. 
But is not this ſubſtituting the means for the 


end? Is it not to defeat the very purpoſe, with 


a view to which, theſe ordinances were appoint- 


ed? Of what eſtimation are they in the fight of 
God, if they do not contribute to the advance- 
ment of purity and virtue, in the lives of men? 


In the former caſe, the inſtitutions of the 
| Goſpel are undervalued, in the latter, they are 
_ over-rated. But of theſe two extremes, that 
which lays undue ſtreſs upon them, is by much 


the moſt dangerous. 
When 
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When men value themſelves upon a ſtrict 
formal attendance on ritual ſervices, they are apt 
to become righteous in their own conceit, and 
_ deſpiſe others. Lord, ſaid one of this claſs, I 
' thank thee that I am not as other men are, extor- 
 tioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
T faſt twice a week, and I give tythes of all I pof- 
fefs *. This reliance upon the mere forms of 
religion, is, not ſeldom, connected with the groſ- 
ſeſt violation of its moral precepts. Our Sa- 
viour had repeated occaſions of remarking the 
truth of this, and always treated ſuch conduct 
with unuſual ſeverity. Mo unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees, hypocrites, for ye pay tythe of mint, an- 
mſe and cummin, and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith. 
Ye outwardly appear rightems unto men, but With= 


in A are full of hypocrtſy and iniquity Fo 


We ſhall not, perhaps, find 2 more uriking : 
_ inſtance of that blind zeal, which ſubſtitutes the 
rituals of religion, for religion itſelf, than by. 
attending to the circumſtances, which gave riſe. 
to our Saviour' 5 aſſertion 1 in the text. 85 


He had been charged by . Phariſces, 
Vith a breach of the ſabbath. The Phariſees 
n 0 e +Maxyn: ai 26; ah 
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were the bigots of that age. Tho' dead to the 
ſpirit of their religion, they were zealous beyond 

meaſure for its rituals. If you look into the 
_twenty=third chapter of Matthew, you will ſee 
their character, as drawn by our Saviour, at 
ſome length. One feature deſerves your atten- 
tion. Ze devour, ſaid Jeſus unto them, widows 
houſes, and for a pretence ſay Wt hong prayers. 
Theſe were the men that contended for the 
ſanctity of the ſabbath, and who on the preſent 
| occaſion, charged our Saviour with having done 


that which was not lawful to be done on the 
ſabbath-day. 
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The ind, upon which the charge v was 
| founded, were the following :. 


Jeſus 1 to paſs through the corn- 
fields on the ſabbath-day, and his diſciples, who 
accompanied him, being preſſed with keen ſen- 
ſations of hunger, plucked the ears of corn and 

began to eat. Behold, ſaid the Phariſees, thy 
diſciples do that, which it is not lawful to do on the 
| ſabbath-day. To this charge he returns the fol- 
| lowing anſwer, Have ye never read, what David 
did, when he had need, and was an hungred, and 
they that were with him, how that he went into 

the oy of God, in the days of Abiather the High 
B 18 
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Prieft,, and did eat the ſhew-bread, which. is not 


lauful to eat, but for the priefts, and gave alſo ib 
them that were with him * Or have you not read 
in the law, how that on the ſabbath-days the priefts 


in the temple profane the ſabbath and are blame- 


teſs t? Thieſe were precedents they had not 
conſidered, and which they would not chuſe to 


object to. * a= 


Our Siviour, on another occaſion, having en- 


_ tered one of their ſynagogues on the ſabbath-day, 
_ obſerved a man who had a withered hand, and 
from that ſenſibility, for which he was ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, he healed him. They in- 
ſtantly conſtrued this act of mercy into a viola- 
tion of the ſabbath. I vill a you, ſaid Chriſt, 
one queſtion, Is it lawful on the ſabbath-days to do 


good, or to do evil, to ſave life, or to deſtroy it? 
Nhat man ſball there be among you, that ſhall have 
one ſveep, and it fall into a pit on the ſabbath-day, 


woll he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How 
much then is a man better than a bea f? In place 
of being aſhamed, they became enraged, and 
took council with the Herodians, how they 
might deſtroy him. Such in our Saviour's time 
were the adyocates for the _ of the ſab- 


bath. 


. Mark! Ut, 23, 2 Manth, xii, 5. + Matth. zi, 10. 
From 


From what has been premiſed, 'we may, with 
certainty, collect our Saviour's mind upon this 
ſabject. We may clearly perceive, that, in his 
eſtimation, the ſanctity of that day, was not 


violated by acts, which contributed to the pre- 


ſervation, the welfare and happineſs of our 
brethren. In the preſence of his enemies, in 
the very face of the charge urged againſt him 
and his diſciples, as violators of the ſabbath, he 
affirmed that mercy was better than ſacrifice *,- 


and that the ſabbath was made for man, and 
not man 1 the ſabbath. 


When you attchd to "_— kogeslen. which 


| brought this expreſſion from Chriſt, you muſt 
unavoidably perceive, that it carried along with 
it, a very pointed condemnation: of thoſe hy- 
pocritical, or ſuperſtitious opinions, upon which, 


from a pretended veneration for the ſanctity of 
the ſabbath, the great offices of humanity, and 


the more eſſential duties of ſocial life were ne- 
85 glected. 


In order to Si additional light upon this 
ſub | Lo will be Proper, That we . attend 


$ Marth, xii. 7. 
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612 ). 
to the original inſtitution, and end of the ab- 
bath. We ſhall, next, enquire into the mean- 
ing of our Saviour's aſſertion, that it was made 
ſor man. We ſhall then be enabled upon the 
cleareſt ground, to determine the queſtion, whe- 

ther other works, beſides thoſe, that may be 
implied in attendance upon religious worſhip, 
may not be lawfully performed on the ſab- 
bath-day. What theſe works may be ſuppoſ- 
ed to be, we ſhall in the concluſion attend 


Upon this ſubject, I wiſh not to impoſe upon 
myſelf. I can have no intereſt to miſlead 
you. My own ſentiments I will freely offer, 
if you thall. hüt abe, a to Fender i 
think . are e not. ke them oh treated as s they 
deſerve. VVV 


Feen 
tend to the original inſtitution and end of the 
ſabbath. N „ 


Whether it was appointed immediately after 
the creation, and in conſequence thereof, was 


obſerved by the patriarchs, i is a queſtion, which gs 


the learned have never been able to determine, 
1 and 


56 5 


and it is Aa queſtion like moſt of the kind, fri- 


volous and unimportant. 


The firſt account we have of it, under the 
Jewiſh polity, is in the ſixteenth chapter of 
Exodus, and in the twentieth of the ſame 
book, we find it appointed by the expreſs au- 
| thority of God, to be obſerved by the Jews, 
as a religious feſtival throughout their genera- 


tions, that is, as long as their political e 


tution ſhould SOON 


The ends propoſed -b Ii the inſtitution were 


expreſsly declared, viz. that the people might 
reſt from their labours, and that they might 


remember their deliverance from Egyptian bon- 
dage J. Beſides theſe two, no other ends were 


expreſsly mentioned. It could not however, 


but readily occur to them, that it was incum- 
bent upon them, to devote ſome portion of it 


to contemplate, with ſuitable affections, the 


power, wiſdom and majeſty of God exhibited 
in the creation and government of the world, 
and with the deepeſt veneration, and pureſt 


gratitude — to acknowledge the bounties of his 


Fe n to ee, the continuance 


1 Dent. v. 15. 5 
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of his protection, and to renew their reſoluz 


tions of obeying and ſerving. hum for ever. 


The ſanctions, by which the ſuick obſervance 


4 it was enforced, were awful indeed. The 


violation of it was puniſhed as a capital crime. 


The genius of the people will account for this 


uncommon ſeverity. They were often un- 


grateful to Heaven, and always prone to ido- 


latry, hence the ſeverity of their ceremonial in- 
ſtitutions, which were calculated to ſecure their 


| allegiance to the Almighty, as being, in an 
appropriated ſenſe, the King of Iſrael. 


Strict and ſevere however, as their law of 


the ſabbath was, they did not conſider it, as 


precluding them ſrom the uſe of arms on that 


day, either for defending themſelves, or attack- 


ing their enemies, a memorable inſtance of 


the latter, you have in the lixth chapter of 
Joſhua. 15 5 | 


It is Indeed as. that the doftors and ex- 


pounders of their ritual, began early to impoſe 
upon the people a more rigorous obſervance of 
the ſabbath, than had been commanded by 
their Maker. They taught that even ſelf - de- 


fence was inconſiſtent with the ſanctity of the 
| | day. 


_ accounted it a profanation of the ſabbath to 
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( 15 ) 
day. This non-reſiſting principle, proved the 

deſtruction of a thouſand Jews, in the begin- 
ning of the Maccabean wars. Happening 
to be attacked on the ſabbath, they quietly 
ſtretched out their necks to the deſtroying 
ſword, leſt by reſiſting, they might offer violence 
to the day. The miſeries, in which, this paſ- 
five principle was likely to involve them, 
determined them to ſet it aſide, ſo far as to 
reſiſt if they were aſſailed. Still, however, they 
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attack. Pompey, in beſieging Jeruſalem, ſoon 
remarked the ſuperſtitious madneſs of the peo- 
ple, and he availed himſelf of it, to accom- 
pliſh their ruin. He ordered that no aſſault 
| ſhould be made on the ſabbath, but that the 
day ſhould be employed in carrying on their 
works, and approaching the city f. From their 
Walls they beheld theſe dreadful preparations, 
but that they might not incur the guilt of 
profaning that ſacred day, they ſuffered them, 
unmoleſted, to advance. Their city was taken, 
their nation enſlaved, and ſoon afterwards utter- 
ly ruined and diſperſed by the arms of Rome. 
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In theſe inſtances, you will readily perceive, 
that the law of the ſabbath, as ordained by 
„I Mac. achap. + Joſeph Ant. lib. 4. 
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God, was groſly perverted by the traditions of 
men. They were employed to obſcure a ve- 
1 ſimple precept, and to give it a complex- 
ion hoſtile to the firſt prineiples of nature “. 


The conſequence as already obſerved; was ; the 
ruin of their nation. 


Having recharked upon «the. G appoint= 


ment of the ſabbath, under the Jewiſh polity, let 


us now enquire into the inſtitution of the Chriſ- 
tian ſabbath. 


It is abundantly obvious, that the whole fa- 
brick of the Moſaick ceremonial was appropria- 
ted to the Jews alone. Their ritual inftitutions 
were of no authority upon any other people then 
exiſting in the world. It is equally plain, that 
they were not to be in force among any 
people after them. For the truth of theſe aſ- 
ſertions, I refer you to the authority of our 
Lord's Apoſtles. A freedom from Jewiſh in- 
ſtitutions, made a capital article in their in- 
The Rabbinical doors of modern times, in point of ex- 
travagance, have out-done their predeceſſors of old. As a 
ſpecimen out of thirty-nine negative precepts, take the two 
following — Grafs is not to be walked upon, on the ſab- 
bath, leſt it ſhould be bruiſed, which is a fort of threſhing 


A flea muſt not be caught while It hops about, becauſe 
this is a Bad of banking. 


n 


(--a9 3 


ſtructions to the people. 80 far were they 


from thinking themſelves bound to regard their 
ſabbath, that ſoon after the reſurrection of their 


maſter, they did not obſerve it at all. They 


called upon their followers to imitate the ex- 


ample they had ſet them, and to ſtand faſt, 
in that liberty, with which the new diſpenſa- 


tion had made them free from the bondage 
of Jewiſh rites. Let no man judge you, faith 


St. Paul, in meat or drink, or in reſpett -of 4 


holy day, or 9 the new moans, or 0 the abb an. 
days. 


We are, then, laid under no obligation by 
virtue of the original appointment, no more, 
than we are to obſerve the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, : 


the Frals. of tabernacles and trumpets ieee 


The queſtion now naturally comes in, if 
the original inſtitution be repealed, and the 


authority upon which it reſted be withdrawn, 
Whence the Chriſtian ſabbath, and what is 
the end propoſed by it? 


To the firſt part of the queſtion, the anſwer 


is ſhortly this, It reſts ſolely upon the prac- 
| tice of the Apoſtles. Neither they, nor their 
Maſter have left us any poſitive command ap- 
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pointing it. We find, however, that after the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, the diſciples- conſtantly 


met together on the firſt day of the week. 


Their example indeed, may be ſuppoſed equi- 
valent to a command, and as ſuch hath been 
obſerved through way age of the Chriſtian 
Wann 


As to the latter part of the queſtion, viz. 


wat end they propoſed by this new inſtitu- 
tion? you will readily allow that it can be 


determined only by the practice of the Apoſ- 
tles, by whoſe example it was authorized. 


Their practice is left upon record in ſeveral _ 
places 'of the New Teſtament. - On the firſt 
day of the week they met together, to break 

bread, that is to commemorate” the death of 
their Maſter. We are alſo told that on this 


day, it was their cuſtom to make proviſion 
for their poorer brethren. No doubt, on this 


day, > dignified” by the reſurrection | of their 
Lord, they would commemorate that great e- 
vent, with the various bleſſings they derived 


from it. Theſe of courſe, were the more im- 


_ mediate ends they propoſed by an inſtitution, 


that derived its whole authority from their e ex- 


ample. 


from 


6 19 


You will now obſerve that the Chriſtian in- 
ſtitution is founded upon principles infinitely 
more liberal, than that of the Jewiſh. The 


latter was adapted to the local ſituation of 


this people, was blended with a multitude of 


rites, and ſupported by motives adapted to 
operate chiefly upon their fears. The other 
was ſuited to the circumſtances of the world 
at large. It partook of nothing forbidding, or. 


ſevere. The due obſervance of it was ſuſ- 


_ pended upon no peculiarities of manner, place 
or circumſtance. As to theſe, it was left. to 


the prudence of the Chriſtian world, under 
the guidance of this rule, that, all things 


ſhould be done for edification—In a word, in 


the moſt comprehenſive ſenſe, the Chriſtian 


ſabbath was adapted to the circumſtances of 
the world at large, or as our Saviour expreſſes 
it in the text, It was made for man. 


Having now attended to the inflitution and 
end of the ſabbath, both under the Jewiſh and 


Chriſtian diſpenſation—Let us now enquire in- 


to the meaning of our Saviour's aſſertion. It 


was the Jewiſh Sabbath of which he ſpake. 


But if applicable to that inſtitution with all its 
rigours, how much more applicable to a ſimilar 


C2 inſtitu 
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3 
inſtitution uſhered in under the mild genius of 
his own religion? 


To the repeated charge, that he was a viola- 
tor of the Sabbath, he replied, that « the Sab- 
bath was made for man.” 


This aſſertion admits of an eaſy Ds 


1. Whatever tends to bring men into a fuller 
acquaintance with his duty, as a moral and ac- 
countable being : Whatever tends to maintain a 
public ſenſe of religion, and to revive upon the 
mind, thoſe obligations, which reſult from its 
laws, muſt be allowed to contribute directly to 
human happineſs. Taken in this view, the Sab- 
bath is intitled to a diſtinguiſhed rank among 
the means by which theſe ends are accompliſhed. 
This inſtitution, by giving men ſtated opportu- 
nities of aſſembling together for the purpoſe of 
ſocial worſhip, muſt be allowed to have been 
made for man, that is appointed for the ſecurity 
and advancement of his religious intereſts. But 
this was not the meaning, our Saviour's words 
on this occaſion, was intended to convey, as will 
immediately . 


2 Beſides theſe of religion, there are other 
concerns of eſſential importance to man, con- 
55 cerns, 


1 
cerns, which no diſtinction of days, and times 
can be ſuppoſed to render improper objects of 
his attention. Will the ſanctity of the Sabbath 
protect you from misfortunes, from afffiction, 
from dangers either public, or private? When 
theſe threaten, are you called upon to ſuſpend 
your attention to them, on the Sabbath, leſt 


otherwiſe you ſhould violate the ſanctity of the | 
day ? 


* 


3. This queſtion brings us to the very ground, 
upon which our Saviour urged, in his own de- 
fence, the expreſſion in the text. What were 
the works the Phariſees objected to? They 
vere ſuch, as the caſes I have mentioned above, 
would require, works of mercy, compaſſion and 

uſefulneſs to man. In what ſenſe then are we 
to underſtand his expreſſion ? Will you ſay, that 
in it, he was aſſerting, that the ſabbath was to 
be ſolely appropriated to an attendance upon 
religious concerns? Had this been his meaning, 
| his enemies would have juſtly retorted, why 
then, do not you, in your own conduct, conform 
to it? If you aſſert that the ſabbath was intend- _ 
ed only for the public ſervice of religion, why 
do you and your diſciples go about employing 
it in works foreign to your r declaration of its end 
and defign? 


This 
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This reaſoning would have been concluſtve 
and unanſwerable, had Chriſt intended to affirm, 
that the ſabbath was to be devoted ſolely to ri- 
tual ſervices. Had he always employed this day, 
in attending public worſhip, they would not have 

found fault with him. It was becauſe he did 
| not, it was becauſe he went about on that day, 
doing works of another kind, that they objected 
to him. Theſe works however, you ſee, he de- 
fended with every mark of indignation againſt 
thoſe, who preſumed to call their lawfulneſs in 
queſtion. Hence, then, you may clearly per- 
ceive the meaning of his aſſertion, that © the 
Sabbath was made for man ;” that is, tho' in- 

ſtituted with a more immediate view for the 
purpoſe of religious improvement, yet it freely 
permitted ſuch attention to his temporal welfare 
and happineſs, as his circumſtances might re- 
quire. As if he had ſaid, © You charge me as a 
« violater of the Sabbath, becauſe I employ it 
« in acts of mercy, compaſſion and uſefulneſs ; 
« but I tell you, that theſe are not only conſiſt- 
« ent with all due regard to the ritual ſervices 
of that day, but of infinitely more intrinſic 
value in the ſight of God, than the moſt rigid 


H obſervance you can pay to them. The duties 


<« 


. of the Sabbath comprehend all the eſſential 
4 — intereſts 
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« intereſts of man; nay, ſhould a competition 
<« ariſe, doing good to your brethren is prefer- 
„ able to the moſt rigid attention to rituals. 
For mercy is better than ſacrifice.“ In the 


ſame ſtile did the Almighty addreſs this people, 


by the mouth of their own prophets. « To 
« what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacri- 
; fices, your new moons and your ſabbaths to 


« me? Relieve the oppreſſed, judge the tather- 


* leſs, and 1520 for the widow 2 


Ftom this cnterietltiin of our Sr words, 
which, I am convinced, will ſtand the ſeverſt teſt 


of criticiſm, we are furniſhed-with unqueſtiona- 


ble authority, that other works, beſides theſe im- 


plied in an attendance upon the public ſervices 
of religion, may be lawfully done on the ſabbath- | 


day. 


Were: an abſolute prohibition of every work, 


beſides theſe of a religious concern, been impli- 
ed in the inſtitution, it could not have been aſ- 


firmed, that the ſabbath was made for man, on 
the contrary, in direct contradiction to the decla- 
ration of Chriſt, it would have followed, that 


man was made for the ſabbath. Then, ſhould 


a competition ariſe, he would be obliged to ſa- 


* Iſaiah I Chap. 
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crifice the very firſt principles of nature, his own, 
the intereſts of his friends and country, to a ri- 


gid attendandance upon this ritual inſtitution. 
But it is unneceſſary to urge this matter farther. 


You muſt clearly perceive, both from the exam- 
ple of Chiriſt, and his reaſoning with the Jews, 


that it is not a violation of the ſabbath, to attend 


to other works on that day, beſides the ritual 


ſervices of religion. | 


Let us now therefore enquire of what nature 
we may ſuppoſe theſe works to be. From what 
has been already obſerved, you, no doubt, an- 


ticipate what might be ſaid upon this part of the 


ſubject. Such as humanity requires, ſuch as 
cannot be omitted without eſſential prejudice to 


our welfare, are certainly authorized. Acts of 


mercy, compaſſion and uſefulneſs, were the ve- 
ry works which Chriſt affirmed to be lawful on 


5 the ſabbath. Go ye, and do ſo likewiſe. 


You will now permit me to call your attention 


to the great object I had in view, when I had the 
| honour of * myſelf to you in this diſ- 


courſe. 


I hope, I have ſufficiently cleared my way to 


venture upon the aſſertion, That it is perfectly 


CON- 


3 


conſiſtent with the ſanctity of the ſabbath, to 


appropriate a portion of it, to the purpoſe of ac- 
quiring the KNOWLEDGE and us of arms, eſpecial- 
ly in times of public danger. I do not helitate 
to affirm, that this aſſertion is directly warranted 
by our Saviour's doctrine concerning the ſab- 
bath. Did he pronounce it lawful, on that day, 
to fave a ſheep from periſhing? And ſhall we 
heſitate, whether, on that day, we ſhould em- 


| ploy the means requiſite to ſave a nation? Did 


he juſtify acts of private uſefulneſs, did he look 
with indignation on the Jews, becauſe they queſ- 


tioned their lawfulneſs on the ſabbath, and are 


we to learn whether endeavours for the ſupport 
of a public intereſt, may not, at leaſt, with equal 
propriety be exerted on that day? Surely pre- 
parations made, and meaſures adopted for the 
- preſervation of numbers, of ſociety, of our coun- 
try, are juſtifiable upon the ſame principle, which 
authorizes acts of beneficence towards individu- 
als. If Jeſus Chriſt declared, that the latter might 
be lawfully performed on the ſabbath, fo, alſo, 


muſt the other. Both are emanations from the 
ſame great benevolent principle, which it is the 
declared purpoſe - of religion to improve and 


ſtrengthen | in every human breaſt. 


Having, as I apprehend, clearly ſhewn that 


the meaſure propoſed is not inconſiſtent with 


* any 


wy 7. Py : 4 — 
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any precept in the Goſpel, nor with the example 

of Chriſt, nor with the practice of his Apoſtles, 1 
will now reaſon in ſupport of it, upon the prin- 
ciples of common ſenſe, and from the alarming 
ſituation to which theſe kingdoms are reduced. 


Our lives, our poſſeſſions, and liberties, are 
the great objects, which, nature hath conſigned 
to our care. They are the firſt of human bleſſ- 
ings, and ought to be guarded with a providen- 
tial care. As committed to the moſt active prin- 
ciples impreſſed upon our nature, they are to 
be vindicated even at the expence of life itſelf. 
For what is life if bereft of the very privileges 
that render it a bleſſing? Say then, can any 
time, occaſion or circumſtance, render the de- 
fence of them improper ? Are you not called 
upon by the voice of nature, to ſet every conſi- 
deration aſide, and to fly, even with all the 
quickneſs of inſtinct, to reſiſt every attempt up- 
on rights chartered to you by the bounty of 
| heaven? I need not ſurely plead the cauſe of 
nature, before a chriſtian audience. Where is 
the man that ſets a proper value upon the reaſon 
and underſtanding which God hath given him, that 
would not think himſelf called upon, in the ſea- 
ſon of danger, to unite with his fellov-citizens 
in defence of their common rights? Who would 

not 


(27) 
not glory in the name of his country's {oldier; 
and with a noble emulation take the field on the 
ſabbath-day, if called forth by the hoſtile de- 
ſigns of a common enemy? If Chriſt hath de- 
_ clared it lawful on that day to ſave even the life 
of a beaſt, how much more noble and dignified 
are theſe efforts, which are exerted for the pre- 
ſervation of our friends, our country and our 
| liberties ? Are you reſtrained by your religion? 
Point out then the prohibition. Are you re- 
ſtrained by the example of Chriſt, or the prac- 
tice of his Apoſtles? Where are the paſſages in 


which the diſcouragements are to be found? 


They are no where to be found within the vo- 
lume of revealed duty. With regard to the 
meaſure propoſed, you are clearly allowed, to 
follow ſuch dictates as prudence and wiſdom 
may ſuggeſt, without report to 08 diſtinction 
of days or times. 


2. If, then, you may defend on the ſabbath, 
if invaded, it neceſſarily follows, that the acquir- 
ing and improving in the knowledge and uſe of 


arms, on that day, are not inconſiſtent with the 


nature and deſign of the inſtitution. The end juſ- 


| tifies the means. If the protection of your coun- 
try, be a duty that may be lawfully performed 


on that day, ſurely inſtructions how it may be 
2 moſt 
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* 
moſt effectually done, may with the ſame pro- 
priety be attended to. If religion allow you, 
without regard to days if threatened, to defend, 
moſt undoubtedly, it allows the ſame liberty to 


prepare for the trial. Are you perſuaded, that 


national protection is an object at all times 
of infinite importance? Are you convinced that 
military knowledge is neceſſary to give it effect? 
And can you think, that a portion of the ſab- 
bath ſet apart ſor acquiring it, is a profanation 
of the day? Every principle of ſenſe and reaſon 
reclaims againſt the thought. 


Let me next call your attention to the preſent 
ſtate of the Empire. At what period was it in a 
ſituation ſo alarming as the preſent, or when was 


this kingdom more defenceleſs? Even our ſuc- 


ceſſes abroad are weakening us at home. New 
armies are demanded for foreign ſervices, and 


Till they are ſent. Our troops, brave as they 


are, and braver there are not upon earth, cannot 


protect us in every quarter. Soon our depen- 
| dence, for home-defence, may reſt ſolely upon 


our citizens in arms. With this proſpect before 
us, and perhaps at no great diſtance, ſhall we 
deem that to be a profanation of the ſabbath, 


which national protection may ſoon call forth 
into actual exertion ? If the defence of our liber- 


ties, 


1 


ties, of our friends and our countrymen, imply 
the defence of all that is dear and intereſting; if 
your brethren ſtand forth the voluntary guardians 
and protectors of your lives and your properties, 
ſhall they be taxed with irreverence for the ſab- 
bath, becauſe they devote a part of it to acquire 


that knowledge in arms, which is to become 


your protection in the hour of trial ? 


To this very alternative we are at this moment 
reduced, either by activity and the exerciſe of 
arms, to prepare ourſelves againſt the ſtorm, or 
by puſillanimity and weakneſs, to yield ourſelves 
up to the firſt hoſtile invaſion. The cloud hath 

been long darkening, now it thickens. The 


arms of France ſerved to alarm, a confederacy 
with Spain rouſed our fears. With them are at 


laſt united ancient friends, but now inveterate 


enemiies. Europe, under the name of an arm- 


ed neutrality, has thrown herſelf into the ſame 
hoſtile ſcale, and our brethren on the weſtern 


continent, are forced into the dreadful combina- 


tion, which, at this hour, without a friend or al- 
ly to fight by our ſide, we have to contend with. 
Thus ſurrounded with danger, ſhall we relax our 
activity? Shall a diſtinction of times or days ſuſ- 
pend our diligence? The enſuing ſeaſon is big 
with events. Our ſituation is truly critical 


Our 
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Our enemies have had time to unite their pru- 
dence of council, to avail themſelves of vaſt miſ- 
takes, and, from both, are enabled to act upon a 
more deciſive plan. We truſt that their ſchemes 
will terminate in diſappointment. But, under 
the bleſſing of God, this will depend upon our 
Friends in arms, upon their unremitted diligence 

to acquire habits of diſcipline. No ſeaſon can be 

Improper for acquiring the knowledge of arms, 


when the next hour may call forth their exer- 
tions. 


Should any be found ſo weak, or fo ſuperſti- 
tious, as to charge you with a profanation of the 
ſabbath, for going to the field when you have 
left the houſe of prayer; let them be put to an- 
ſwer the following queſtion. If you, your wives, 
your children and poſſeſſions ſhould be protected 
from the ſword of actual invaſion, ſhould your 

enemies be obliged to abandon your country, 
through which, they propoſed tu carry deſola- 
tion, would you, reſcued from deſtruction, think 
your happineſs the leſs complete, becauſe we 
devoted part of the ſabbath to acquire that 
knowledge of arms, which hath ſaved you? No, 
in this caſe, the moſt ſcrupulous would drop their 
objections, and bleſs you for that ſafety they 

owed to your valour. You do not know how 
= ſoon 
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ſoon you may find yourſelves in a ſituation that 
would oblige you to decide in favour of a mea- 
ſure, againſt which you are ſo ready to object. 


But let us hear what can be objected to a 
_ meaſure, which I have endeavoured to juſtify 
upon the principles of religion, reaſon and com- 

mon ſenſe. 


wy It is urged, that we have ſix days to la- 
bour and do all our work; Is it becoming then 
that we ſhould diſtra&t our minds with temporal 
concerns, on a day inſtituted for religious ends? 
This is the old objection that was urged againſt 
our Lord; and in his own words I will aſk you, 
Is it lawful on the ſabbath-day, to do good, or 
to do evil, to ſave life or to deſtroy it? Would 
you heſitate 70 looſe your ox or your aſs, ſaid he, from 
the fall on the ſabbath-day and lead him away to the 
watering ? And can you heſitate whether na- 
tional ſalvation is an improper object of attention 
on that day? But conſider, that in our military 
aſſociations there are numbers, whoſe ſupport 
depends upon their induſtrious cares. To little 
Purpoſe would they devote their time to the 
| ſervice of the ſtate, if, as the conſequence, their ; 
own ſamilies were to be abandoned to mi- 


P Luke xili. 16. 


ſery 


1 


ſery and want. This is a ſacrifice not to be ex- 


pected, and cannot be inſiſted upon. The du- 


ties for which they are to prepare themſelves as 

ſoldiers, are freely offered to the public, and 
they look for no reward, but the glory of ſerv- 
ing their country. 


2. What then, it will be aſked, is all attendance | 


upon worſhip to be given up till more peaceable 
times return? No, by no means. On that day 
there is time for both. One half of that portion 
of it which we but too certainly employ, to fay 


the leaſt of it, to no valuable purpoſe, would | 
anſwer the important end I am recommending. 
Let it be made an indiſpenſible rule, previouſly, 


to attend public worſhip. Let thoſe, who ab- 
ſent themſelves from the houſe of God, be 
deemed unworthy to appear in the field. Then 
might we hope to ſee the manners of the ſoldier 

grafted upon the principles of the chriſtian. 1 


mall rejoice to ſee an alliance formed between 
the knowledge of Religion, and the knowledge 
of Arms. Nothing but this union, can, under 
the bleſſing of God, ſave us at this awful criſis. 
Religion inſpires fortitude. Arms crown that for- 
titude with ſucceſs. Arms in a virtuous cauſe, of 
acknowledge no diſtinction of times. They are | 
conſecrated weapons. They are weilded in ho- 


nor 


333 
nor of God. They are employed in ſupport of 
thoſe rights, with which, he hath inveſted us as the 
firſt of his gifts. To betray them is ingratitude 
to the hand that beſtowed them. To die in the 
defence of them, is to expire in an act of religious 
homage to that Almighty Being from whom we 
have received them. The principles of religion, 
and thoſe of ſelf-defence naturally aſſociate with 
each other. While a part of the ſabbath is de- 
voted to the ſtudy of the one, let a portion of it 
be employed for acquainting yourſelves with the 
other. Give but half of the time to the latter, 
that is ſquandered away to no uſeful purpoſe 
_— or civil, and the end is anſwered. | leis 


3. It will be objected, tant if) any part af the 
Sabbath! is devoted to the purpoſes I am recom- 
mending, it will leſſen its importance in the eye 
of the multitude, and gradually wear off all Ve- 
neration for the day. Of courſe the very end 
of it, as a religious inſtitution is deſtroyed. 
The objection is not ſolid. © For let me aſk 
you, How do the multitude employ the re- 
mainder of the day after the hours of public 
worſhip ? Caſt your eye on the ſtreets, viſit 
the public walks, look into taverns and ale- 
houſes, and you will ſee how it is but too cer- 
3, | tainly 
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tainly employed by numbers. Amuſement and 


pleaſure, unneceſſary viſits, and idle excurſions | 
are ſuffered not only. to fill up a part, but often 


+00 engroſs the whole day. Theſe are the ſhame- 


ful practices, that leſſen the importance of the 


Sabbath in the eye of the people, and tend to 


bring on a genera} diſregard for the inſtituton. 


It will be urged that the meaſure I propoſe, is 


another mode of diffipation, introduced among 


thoſe but too numerous already. What ? will 
our military aſſociations marching in a body to 
the Houle of God, and having attended to the 


duties of religion there, going to the field to 
qualify themſelves for the duty they owe to 
their country, fix upon them the charge of ſet- 
ting an example of diſſipation? By dividing it 


between the ſervices of religion, and thoſe of na- 


tional importance, vill they bring the ſabbath 


into diſcredit? No, by conſecrating it to purpoſ- 


es of the very higheſt order, they will ſupport 
its houour. In place of leſſening its authority in 
the eſteem of the people, they would render an 
attendance upon worſhip, more faſhionable than 
alas! it now is, and bring this much negle&ted | 
day into deſerved eſtimation among all ranks. 
Should the ſolidity of this reaſoning be ſuſpected, 
I might ſupport it by facts, directly in point. 
The cantons of Switzerland, even thoſe of the 
= Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant denomination, exerciſe their ſoldiery 
on the ſabbath. I mention in particular the in⸗ 
habitants of Geneva. Theſe are of the Preſby- 
terian perſuaſion, they were trained up under 
Calvin himſelf, and to this day, they are firmy 
attached to the doctrines of this celebrated re- 
former. They make it a conſtant rule at all 
ſeaſons, even in times of profound peace, to de- 
vote part of the ſabbath to the acquiſition of mi- 
litary knowledge. Is this practice found to 
withdraw their attention from public worſhnip? 
No, on the contrary, it would ſeem to have dif- 
fuſed a very general ſenſe of its great importance. 
People, of every ſtation, attend the ſervices of re- 
ligion with remarkable punctuality. In no city 
in the world is public worſhip honoured with more 
reſpectful decorum. From this happy coalition 
ol religious and military education, as might be 
expected, their troops are diſtinguiſhed by their 
bravery in the field, and their ſobriety in the 
camp. Did the Volunteer Aſſociations, univer- 


ſally through the kingdom, make it their con- 


ſtant practice to attend public worſhip, and af- 


terward retire to the field, ſo far from weakening © 


reſpect for the ſabbath, they would, I am per- 
ſuaded, greatly contribute to impreſs the people 
with a due ſenſe of its importance. I have now, . 
for my own ſatisfaction and yours, conſidered 
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this ſubject at ſome length. I viſh not to ob- 
trude my ſentiments upon you, tho? I hope it 
appears, that your employing apart of the ſab- 
bath for the purpoſe of acquiring the KNowLEDGE 
and us of arms in times of public danger, is a 


meaſure authorized by every principle of religion 
and virtue. 


Before I conclude, ſuffer me to remind you of 
one charge, which, ſhould you ever give occa- 
ſion for it, will be urged to diſcredit the doctrine 
I have advanced. Should thoſe in arms diſgrace 
their character by irregularities of conduct, it 
will be officiouſly aſcribed, as it will be termed, 
to the profanation of the ſabbath. Suffer not 
tis objection ever to militate againſt you. Be 


guarded and watchful. Let clear virtue, integri- v 


ty of life, and decency of manners, keep pace 


Vith your improvements in Arms. Convince the | 


world, that at once you can be good men and 
good ſoldiers. Where theſe qualities unite they 


| beſtow gracefulneſs and dignity upon character, 1 


The love of country is founded upon the love of 


God, and the love of mankind. While, there- 0 


| fore, you devote part of the ſabbath to improve | 
in diſcipline, neglect not to cultivate the princi= | 
- ples of religious virtue. Thoſe who are wit- 
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neſſes of your diligence in the one, will learn 
from your example in the other. 


I have endeavoured to ſhew you, I hope, upon 
the cleareſt principles, that an attention to the 
buſineſs of the Soldier is perfectly conſiſtent with 
the duty of the Chriſtian. Nothing has been ſaid 
to leſſen your reſpect for the ſabbath. It is a 


day, which, the wiſdom of ages hath conſecrated 


to ſocial worſhip, as its firſt and more immediate 
end. But it is a day, alſo, that freely permits 
an attention to thoſe intereſts, upon the preſerva- 

. tion of which, the exiſtence of ſocie ty pen. 


The love of country, and the deſire of its 
proſperity, are principles antecedent to every 
ſcheme of inſtituted religion, and every religion, 
that came from God, hath left theſe principles in 
their full force. He therefore, that would plead 

the ſanctity of the ſabbath, as a reaſon for de- 
clining the exerciſe of arms on that day, is a 
ſlave to ſuperſtition. He that preſumes that an 
attendance on arms, will, while there is time for 
both, atone for his abſence from worſhip, but ill 
| * the character of the Chriſtian. 


If you act 3 the tons ninciole that : 
| leads you to the houſe of prayer, will lead you 


to 


| i 
to the field. In the one you are taught how to 
acquit yourſelves, when called forth to the pro- 
tection of your friends and country, in the other, 
you are inſtructed in the important natute, 
and ſacred obligation of every benevolent, of 
every ſocial exertion. Theſe ate but different 
branches of the ſame duty, and equally author- 
ized by every principle of religion and virtue. 


Already hath this kingdom experienced the 
importance of her military aſſociations. They 


have procured advantages for the ſtate, which, 


partial as they ſtill may be, ſhe never enjoyed 
before. From a ſtate of inſignificancy, purely 
_ owing to her own want of exertion, they have 

raiſed her to eſtimation, dignity and reſpect. 
They have diffuſed a general ſenſe of national 

importance. They have rouſed the attention of 
the ſtate to a due ſenſe of her long oppreſſed 

rights. Their example hath kindled up the ſa- 
cred flame of public affection, and every breaſt 
” glows with the love of country. 


Grativade alſo demands, that \ we acknowledge 
them, as the faithful guardians of internal peace. 
They have rendered themſelves a terror to evil- 

doers. They are a check upon the flagitious 
and Kaen Their e leaves ders of. 


evil 
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evil no hope of violating the laws of their coun- 
try with impunity. In the metropolis, their la- 
bours have introduced a regularity and order, 
among the abandoned of the lower claſſes, un- 
known before. 


Such are the bleſſings the kingdom hath al- 
ready derived from its military aſſociations. 
Great as theſe are, they are pledges only of 
more arduous labours, at whatever time, our ſi- 
tuation may require them. At this moment they 
are ready to face the common enemy, to plant 
themſelves in firm oppoſition to their hoſtile at- 
tempts, for the protection of their citizens, and 
the ſalvation of their country. Upon what prin- 
ciple of religion, or common ſenſe, will you re- 


| 4 probate the exerciſe of arms on the ſabbath, as 


a profanation of the day, which have, and ſtil! 
are to be employed for the accompliſhment of 

ends, nationally great, politically wiſe, and mo- 
rally good? You have not ſo learnad of Chriſt. 

Tur SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN, AND 
Nor MAN ron THE SABBATH. 


r 


